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Thinkers' Keys
Although Tony Ryan introduced Thinkers’ Keys in the 1980s, they are still effective approaches for explicitly unpacking creative and critical thinking strategies in the classroom. With a focus on creative thinking, the Thinkers Keys create a balance between intellectually challenging ideas and the fun of creating new ways to consider information.
Implementation
	The versatile Thinkers Keys strategy can be applied in a variety of situations including homework, journal writing, enrichment tasks and with small and large groups.
	Thinkers Keys Cards include 20 strategies for generating intellectual rigor in routine classroom contexts.

Â· Cards are divided into two groups: 10 Critical/Organizational (purple) and 10 Creative/Innovative (orange cards).
Â· Online cards can be downloaded for free.
Classroom Management
1. Provide students with a list of all the keys with an explanation of the kind of thinking each key represents.
2. Model how to answer the question(s) with the whole group.
3. Provide students with sufficient background information on the topic to be investigated so that they can pose questions and consider the different topic perspectives based on whichever key they are assigned.
4. Provide each small group of students with a key to use for unlocking their ideas.

Discover the freshest content on the Inspiring Inquiry website today! Check out the "What's New" page.

Thinker's Keys
Back To Tools/Strategies
Thinker's Keys Explained
The Thinker's Keys are a range of question starters developed by Tony Ryan . They are designed to engage and motivate students in divergent thinking activities and provide a framework for teachers when developing units of work.
There are 20 keys designed to motivate learners in many different contexts to help deepen their thinking and encourage students to think outside the box. Thinker's keys can be used in many ways and situations, they are a really powerful tool that can be used to help unlock critical and creative thinking abilities that ALL learners have. Thinking Keys focus on core thinking skills and must be delivered in context.
There are 20 thinking keys. 10 purple keys and 10 orange keys. 
Purple keys represent critical thinking and orange represents creative thinking.
Each key is a specific thinking process. 
They are a range of question or task starters.
They are twenty different activities that introduce different ways of higher-order thinking. 
They are individual tasks. 
Introduction to Thinker's Keys

Thinkers Keys Booklet

The Thinking Organiser

The Thinking Keys
Click/Tap on a key for information about the key (Purple Keys = Critical Thinking; Orange Keys = Creative Thinking)

Perspectives

Reflection 

Consequences

Brainstorming

Combinations

Improvements

Mathematics Thinker's Keys
	Classroom Decor
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The Thinker's Keys are a range of question starters developed by Tony Ryan. They unlock creative thinking and generate novel ideas.
Incorporating the Thinker's Keys into your math lessons provides students with meaningful open ended tasks that inspire critical and creative thinking. Activities are engaging and fun!
These are the perfect enrichment task for high potential learners!
This pack comes with a total of 5 Thinkers Key choice boards covering:
⇒ Fractions
⇒ Multiplication
⇒ Addition & Subtraction
Each choice board has the following 9 keys!
	The Alphabet
	The Variations
	The Predictions
	The Picture
	The Question
	The Brainstorming
	The Construction
	The Alternative
	The Interpretation 

All tasks are also provided in task card format, so you can choose when and how tasks are selected!
Australian Curriculum Aligned
Discover Curriculum-aligned Learning Resources
All resources created by Jess, The Sydney Teacher are aligned to Australian Curriculum Outcomes. 
Instant Download
Digital download links are made available on the order summary page immediately after purchase. These links are also emailed directly to your inbox! Simply click on the link to begin the download process and the files will save to your device. 
For your convenience, all digital downloads can also be accessed and re-downloaded an unlimited number of times through your customer account. Simply create an account  HERE  with the email used to make the purchase, set a password and all previous purchases will be listed. 
Commonly purchased together
Customer reviews.
Easy & Instant Downloads
All resources purchased are emailed straight to your inbox for instant download.
Customer service
We are available via direct email to answer any and all your questions.
Secure payment
Your payment information is processed securely.
Need to contact us? Just send us an e-mail at [email protected] .
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Thinking Keys. From Thinker’s Keys for Kids by Tony Ryan. 1. The Reverse Key. Place words such as cannot, never and not in sentences which are commonly displayed in a listing format. THE JUSTIFICATION:
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Presentation Transcript
Thinking Keys From Thinker’s Keys for Kids by Tony Ryan
1. The Reverse Key • Place words such as cannot, never and not in sentences which are commonly displayed in a listing format. • THE JUSTIFICATION: • Students are too often required to regurgitate endless lists of facts. Moving in the opposite direction still requires a sound knowledge base, but it forces students to think. • THE EXAMPLE: • Name 10 things that you could not clean. • List 5 sounds that you have never heard. • Name 10 things that you could not photograph.
The Reverse Key Name 10 things that you couldnotclean
The Reverse Key List 5 sounds that you have neverheard
The Reverse Key Name 10 things that you could notphotograph
The Reverse Key Name 10 things that you couldnoteat
The Reverse Key List 10 things you wouldnot find on a beach
2. The WHAT IF Key • You can ask virtually any What If question. They can be either serious or frivolous. One excellent means of displaying ideas from this key is to draw up an Ideas Wheel. • THE JUSTIFICATION: • Great for introducing an area of study, and for tapping into the students’ knowledge base. It also generates loads of innovative ideas. • THE EXAMPLE: • 1. What if the price of petrol was immediately doubled? • 2. What if all cars turned into skateboards?
The What if Key What if the sun stopped shining?
The What if Key What if all dogsturned into mice?
The What if Key What if friends lastedonly a week?
The What if Key What if we each had 8 cars?
The What if Key What if you hada million pounds?
3. The DISADVANTAGES Key • Choose an object, e.g. an umbrella, or a practice, e.g. playground duty, and list a number of its disadvantages. Then list some ways of correcting, or eliminating these disadvantages. • THE JUSTIFICATION: • We often accept the inadequacies of many products, without really considering how they can be improved. Practise this key and you will be amazed at the number of everyday products which can be further developed. • THE EXAMPLE: An Umbrella: • The Disadvantage - The sharp sections can poke you in the eye. • The Improvement - Glue flat erasers onto the end of each one. • The Disadvantage - They take up too much room, even when folded. • The Improvement - Develop a series of locking hinges along the length of the umbrella. • The Disadvantage - Water drips onto your shoes. • The Improvement - Attach an overhanging plastic sheet to the edges of the umbrella.
The Disadvantages Key List the disadvantages and improvements to chopsticks
The Disadvantages Key List the disadvantages and improvements to a school chair
The Disadvantages Key List the disadvantages and improvements to trainers
The Disadvantages Key List the disadvantages and improvements to a pencil
The Disadvantages Key List the disadvantages and improvements to a pair of slippers
4. The COMBINATION Key • List the attributes of 2 dissimilar objects (one within your area of study, one outside), then combine the attributes into a single object. • THE JUSTIFICATION: • Many important inventions, such as the disposable razor (the concept of loading bullets into a rifle, combined with a normal razor) and the first printing press (the wine press and the coin punch) were created in this way. • THE EXAMPLE: A leaf and a mousetrap. • The Leaf • They change colours through the year. • Insects often eat them. • There are millions of them. • The Mousetrap • They are made of wood and wire. • They can kill mice. • They can be left in lots of places. • THE COMBINATIONS: • 1. A miniature mousetrap for placing on leaves, that can kill insects when they try to eat the leaf. • 2. Mousetraps that can change colour and blend in with the surface on which they are placed.
The Combination Key Combine the attributes of a television and a fridgeto make a new product
The Combination Key Combine the attributes ofa pair of scissors and a teddy bearto make a new product
The Combination Key Combine the attributes ofa pen and a busto make a new product
5. The B A R Key • The following acronym, or ladder of words, can be used by different age groups (ranging from Yr 1 to adults) to reinvent or redesign everyday objects. • THE JUSTIFICATION: • A practical step-by-step strategy for developing innovative and highly unusual products. • This type of strategy is often used in today’s high-tech product development laboratories to create new products for the market. • The Ladder is: • Bigger • Add • Replace • THE EXAMPLE: • B A R a skateboard. Ask the students to draw a standard skateboard, and then direct them through the steps one at a time. • Here's one series of possibilities: • B igger Extend the rear of the skateboard, making it much bigger, and put some shelves on it for storage space. Place a counterweight on the front to balance it out. • A dd Add a small rocket motor, which can be controlled with a foot throttle near the back of the skateboard. • R eplace Replace the wheels with a small hovercraft unit, which is controlled by a hand-held rotating device. • It is very important that SILLY and INNOVATIVE ideas are encouraged. Very few new ideas emerge from predictable and tedious efforts.
The BAR Key Use the B A R key to redesign your school desk
The BAR Key Use the B A R key to improve your bicycle
The BAR Key Use the B A R key to redesigna bird table
6. The ALPHABET Key • Choose an object or general category of objects which features in the area of study and compile a list of words from A to Z which have some relevance to the object/s. Then try to expand on some ideas which link with each of the words. • THE JUSTIFICATION: • Using the alphabetical format clarifies students’ thinking. It is a sorting process which is made easier by considering one aspect at a time. • THE EXAMPLE: • Sport (specifically tennis) • A. Antbed courts - does this mean that ants can play tennis while in bed?; perhaps a miniature game of tennis could be devised as a board game, with each of the players being activated by remote control. • B. Bouncing - could tennis racquets be constructed of a special rubber so that they could bounce as well?; this feature could be included in a new version of tennis. Perhaps the rules would require each player to bounce the racquet after every shot is played. • Then continue with C through to Z. If the students draw a blank with a particular letter, simply move on, and return to that letter at a later stage. • In a more simplified version, merely list single objects from A to Z, e.g. Foods: • A - artichoke • B - beetroot • etc.
The Alphabet Key Place the letters A to Z down the side of the page. For each letter name a pop star or group
The Alphabet Key Place the letters A to Z down the side of the page. For each letter name a town or city.
The Alphabet Key Place the letters A to Z down the side of the page. For each letter name an animal or bird.
The Alphabet Key Place the letters A to Z down the side of the page. For each letter name modes of transport.
The Alphabet Key Place the letters A to Z down the side of the page. For each letter name leisure activities.
7. The VARIATIONS Key • This key employs a special group of words. Start each question with “How many ways can you …” • THE JUSTIFICATION: • Another one for expanding your thinking. Some very practical ideas often result from usage of this key. • THE EXAMPLE: • How many ways can you: • paint a house • wash an elephant • make new friends • turn a TV on
The Variations Key How many ways can you communicate with someonewithout speaking?
The Variations Key How many ways can youmake someone laugh?
The Variations Key How many ways can youkeep dry in the rain?
8. The PICTURE Key • The teacher draws a simple diagram which has no relevance to the area of study and the students then try to work out ways in which it could be linked with that area. As an interesting imaginative writing exercise, ask the students to compile a list of 10 things that the diagram could represent. • THE JUSTIFICATION: • Research strongly indicates that the development of visualization capacities will enhance learning in virtually all fields of study. • THE EXAMPLE: • Outer Space: • an overloaded UFO carrying Christmas trees • a space monster breaking out of its shell
The Picture Key Make a list of ten thingsthis diagram could be
9. The PREDICTION Key • Ask for a series of predictions in regard to a particular situation, product or set of circumstances. • THE JUSTIFICATION: • Attempting to predict the future is not the timewaster that some would lead us to believe. • The journey is always easier if you know where you are going. • THE EXAMPLE: • 1. Predict how schools will operate in 100 years. • 2. Predict 5 present day household appliances which will be obsolete in 20 years time. • 3. Predict the power source of the family car by the year 2020. • For Example N°3: • a. combination electric/petrol/nuclear fission, with the driver determining the choice before the start of the journey. • b. superstrength rubber bands which are wound up with a vintage car crank mechanism. • c. satellite electromagnetic directional devices, drawing a car along a course which has been predetermined by the vehicle’s onboard computer.
The Prediction Key Predict what your computer will look like in 20 years time
The Prediction Key Predict what the house of the future will look like
The Prediction Key Predict what kind of clothes we will wear in 100 years time
10. The DIFFERENT USES Key • Put your imagination to work and list some widely different uses for a chosen object from your area of study. • THE JUSTIFICATION: • The concept of recycling is an important one here. This key is worth applying to many of our everyday (and often disposable) products. • THE EXAMPLE: • Find 10 uses for red plastic noses. • 1. Place them in your strawberry patch to give a false impression of the number of strawberries. • 2. Use them as face masks for mice when they undertake a cheese factory robbery.
The Different Uses Key How many different uses can you think of for an old penny?
The Different Uses Key How many different uses can you think of for an empty shoebox?
The Different Uses Key How many different uses can you think of for a piece of string?
11. The RIDICULOUS Key • Make a ridiculous statement that would be virtually impossible to implement, and then attempt to actually substantiate it. • THE JUSTIFICATION: • The expressions ‘It’s not possible’ and ‘That’s ridiculous’ often prevent the development of many excellent ideas. Learn to break through them. • THE EXAMPLE: • “The government should buy a brand new car for every taxpayer.” • Some consequences: • 1. This would provide an incredible boost for the local car industry. • 2. With so many more people being employed, unemployment benefits would not need to be paid by the taxpayer. • 3. More money earned from wages would be injected into the economy and would boost a wide variety of businesses. • 4. Less accidents would be caused by unroadworthy cars, with a subsequent lowering of costs associated with accidents. • 5. Cars would be more fuel-efficient because of their modern design, leading to a reduction in air pollution and less wastage of petrol.
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Keys. A key is define the piece inserted in a axial direction between a shaft and hub to prevent relative rotation but allow sliding movement along the shaft if required.
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Keys. Of the Kingdom. Godly Character for a Godless World. Calling Collect. Can You Hear Me Now?. Matthew 6:5-18. Matthew 6:5–18
281 views • 11 slides

Keys. Of the Kingdom. Godly Character for a Godless World. Less is More. Holding Back. Matthew 5:7. Matthew 5:7 “ Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. Holding Back. Facets of Mercy. Mercy can be viewed as holding back the punishmen t that someone rightly incurs.
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Keys. Of the Kingdom. Godly Character for a Godless World. Less is More. Bankrupt. Matthew 5:3; Luke 6:20, 24. Matthew 5:3 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Luke 6:20
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Keys. Of the Kingdom. Godly Character for a Godless World. Influence. To Preserve and Shine. Matthew 5:13-16. Matthew 5:13–16
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Keys. Of the Kingdom. Godly Character for a Godless World. Less is More. Pursuing Peace. Matthew 5:9. Matthew 5:9 9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. Psalm 34:14 14 Turn away from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it. . Pursuing Peace.
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Keys. Of the Kingdom. Godly Character for a Godless World. Love and War. Cut It Out. Matthew 5:27-32. Matthew 5:27–32
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Dichotomous Keys
Dichotomous Keys. Introduction. A dichotomous key is a tool that allows the user to determine the identity of items in the natural world, such as trees, wildflowers, mammals, reptiles, rocks, and fish.
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Hot Keys / Short-cut Keys
Hot Keys / Short-cut Keys. Microsoft Word. Move to top of a document . CTRL + HOME. Move to top of current page. CTRL + PAGE UP. Move to bottom of current page . CTRL + PAGE DOWN. Maximize the program window. ALT + F10. Maximize the document window. September 9, 2011 Mr. Lee Elbert
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Keys. Primary Foreign Candidate Surogat Super. Differences. Primary keys: Identifies a single row (unique) Foreign: Identifies a single row in a referenced table. The nature of a key. Surogat : A self invented self genereted key Super
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Keys. Of the Kingdom. Godly Character for a Godless World. Less is More. Empty and Dry. Matthew 5:5. Matthew 5:6 6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. Luke 6:21
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Backpage Keys | Back page Keys
Confused where to explore your business? Come have a look on Backpage Keys. The site similar to backpage is here to explore your business. For more visit:- https://keys.bedpage.com/backpage/
14 views • 1 slides

Keys to Powerful Positive Thinking
Positive everyday affirmations help positive thinkers stand out and be discovered in a crowd due to the fact that the crowd senses their attitude. Some of the most well known positive thinking ideas are repeating your own positive day-to-day affirmations, surrounding yourself by other positive thinkers, and forgiving yourself if you make errors. These positive thinking tips are crucial due to the fact that they will assist shape your mind to be a positive force. Whatever you state and do, all of the positive affirmation tips you choose to utilize while on your own road toward a positive outlook will train your mind to think in positive, therefore healthy means. One of the most important things to do when utilizing positive thinking is to only use positive words.
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Learn more about reviews.
Reviewed by "yusef" Alexander Hayes, Professor, North Shore Community College on 6/9/21
Formal and informal reasoning, argument structure, and fallacies are covered comprehensively, meeting the author's goal of both depth and succinctness. read more
Comprehensiveness rating: 5 see less
Formal and informal reasoning, argument structure, and fallacies are covered comprehensively, meeting the author's goal of both depth and succinctness.
Content Accuracy rating: 5
The book is accurate.
Relevance/Longevity rating: 5
While many modern examples are used, and they are helpful, they are not necessarily needed. The usefulness of logical principles and skills have proved themselves, and this text presents them clearly with many examples.
Clarity rating: 5
It is obvious that the author cares about their subject, audience, and students. The text is comprehensible and interesting.
Consistency rating: 5
The format is easy to understand and is consistent in framing.
Modularity rating: 5
This text would be easy to adapt.
Organization/Structure/Flow rating: 5
The organization is excellent, my one suggestion would be a concluding chapter.
Interface rating: 5
I accessed the PDF version and it would be easy to work with.
Grammatical Errors rating: 5
The writing is excellent.
Cultural Relevance rating: 5
This is not an offensive text.
Reviewed by Susan Rottmann, Part-time Lecturer, University of Southern Maine on 3/2/21
I reviewed this book for a course titled "Creative and Critical Inquiry into Modern Life." It won't meet all my needs for that course, but I haven't yet found a book that would. I wanted to review this one because it states in the preface that it... read more
Comprehensiveness rating: 4 see less
I reviewed this book for a course titled "Creative and Critical Inquiry into Modern Life." It won't meet all my needs for that course, but I haven't yet found a book that would. I wanted to review this one because it states in the preface that it fits better for a general critical thinking course than for a true logic course. I'm not sure that I'd agree. I have been using Browne and Keeley's "Asking the Right Questions: A Guide to Critical Thinking," and I think that book is a better introduction to critical thinking for non-philosophy majors. However, the latter is not open source so I will figure out how to get by without it in the future. Overall, the book seems comprehensive if the subject is logic. The index is on the short-side, but fine. However, one issue for me is that there are no page numbers on the table of contents, which is pretty annoying if you want to locate particular sections.
Content Accuracy rating: 4
I didn't find any errors. In general the book uses great examples. However, they are very much based in the American context, not for an international student audience. Some effort to broaden the chosen examples would make the book more widely applicable.
Relevance/Longevity rating: 4
I think the book will remain relevant because of the nature of the material that it addresses, however there will be a need to modify the examples in future editions and as the social and political context changes.
Clarity rating: 3
The text is lucid, but I think it would be difficult for introductory-level students who are not philosophy majors. For example, in Browne and Keeley's "Asking the Right Questions: A Guide to Critical Thinking," the sub-headings are very accessible, such as "Experts cannot rescue us, despite what they say" or "wishful thinking: perhaps the biggest single speed bump on the road to critical thinking." By contrast, Van Cleave's "Introduction to Logic and Critical Thinking" has more subheadings like this: "Using your own paraphrases of premises and conclusions to reconstruct arguments in standard form" or "Propositional logic and the four basic truth functional connectives." If students are prepared very well for the subject, it would work fine, but for students who are newly being introduced to critical thinking, it is rather technical.
It seems to be very consistent in terms of its terminology and framework.
Modularity rating: 4
The book is divided into 4 chapters, each having many sub-chapters. In that sense, it is readily divisible and modular. However, as noted above, there are no page numbers on the table of contents, which would make assigning certain parts rather frustrating. Also, I'm not sure why the book is only four chapter and has so many subheadings (for instance 17 in Chapter 2) and a length of 242 pages. Wouldn't it make more sense to break up the book into shorter chapters? I think this would make it easier to read and to assign in specific blocks to students.
Organization/Structure/Flow rating: 4
The organization of the book is fine overall, although I think adding page numbers to the table of contents and breaking it up into more separate chapters would help it to be more easily navigable.
Interface rating: 4
The book is very simply presented. In my opinion it is actually too simple. There are few boxes or diagrams that highlight and explain important points.
The text seems fine grammatically. I didn't notice any errors.
The book is written with an American audience in mind, but I did not notice culturally insensitive or offensive parts.
Overall, this book is not for my course, but I think it could work well in a philosophy course.

Reviewed by Daniel Lee, Assistant Professor of Economics and Leadership, Sweet Briar College on 11/11/19
This textbook is not particularly comprehensive (4 chapters long), but I view that as a benefit. In fact, I recommend it for use outside of traditional logic classes, but rather interdisciplinary classes that evaluate argument read more
Comprehensiveness rating: 3 see less
This textbook is not particularly comprehensive (4 chapters long), but I view that as a benefit. In fact, I recommend it for use outside of traditional logic classes, but rather interdisciplinary classes that evaluate argument
To the best of my ability, I regard this content as accurate, error-free, and unbiased
The book is broadly relevant and up-to-date, with a few stray temporal references (sydney olympics, particular presidencies). I don't view these time-dated examples as problematic as the logical underpinnings are still there and easily assessed
Clarity rating: 4
My only pushback on clarity is I didn't find the distinction between argument and explanation particularly helpful/useful/easy to follow. However, this experience may have been unique to my class.
To the best of my ability, I regard this content as internally consistent
I found this text quite modular, and was easily able to integrate other texts into my lessons and disregard certain chapters or sub-sections
The book had a logical and consistent structure, but to the extent that there are only 4 chapters, there isn't much scope for alternative approaches here
No problems with the book's interface
The text is grammatically sound
Cultural Relevance rating: 4
Perhaps the text could have been more universal in its approach. While I didn't find the book insensitive per-se, logic can be tricky here because the point is to evaluate meaningful (non-trivial) arguments, but any argument with that sense of gravity can also be traumatic to students (abortion, death penalty, etc)
No additional comments
Reviewed by Lisa N. Thomas-Smith, Graduate Part-time Instructor, CU Boulder on 7/1/19
The text covers all the relevant technical aspects of introductory logic and critical thinking, and covers them well. A separate glossary would be quite helpful to students. However, the terms are clearly and thoroughly explained within the text,... read more
The text covers all the relevant technical aspects of introductory logic and critical thinking, and covers them well. A separate glossary would be quite helpful to students. However, the terms are clearly and thoroughly explained within the text, and the index is very thorough.
The content is excellent. The text is thorough and accurate with no errors that I could discern. The terminology and exercises cover the material nicely and without bias.
The text should easily stand the test of time. The exercises are excellent and would be very helpful for students to internalize correct critical thinking practices. Because of the logical arrangement of the text and the many sub-sections, additional material should be very easy to add.
The text is extremely clearly and simply written. I anticipate that a diligent student could learn all of the material in the text with little additional instruction. The examples are relevant and easy to follow.
The text did not confuse terms or use inconsistent terminology, which is very important in a logic text. The discipline often uses multiple terms for the same concept, but this text avoids that trap nicely.
The text is fairly easily divisible. Since there are only four chapters, those chapters include large blocks of information. However, the chapters themselves are very well delineated and could be easily broken up so that parts could be left out or covered in a different order from the text.
The flow of the text is excellent. All of the information is handled solidly in an order that allows the student to build on the information previously covered.
The PDF Table of Contents does not include links or page numbers which would be very helpful for navigation. Other than that, the text was very easy to navigate. All the images, charts, and graphs were very clear
I found no grammatical errors in the text.
Cultural Relevance rating: 3
The text including examples and exercises did not seem to be offensive or insensitive in any specific way. However, the examples included references to black and white people, but few others. Also, the text is very American specific with many examples from and for an American audience. More diversity, especially in the examples, would be appropriate and appreciated.
Reviewed by Leslie Aarons, Associate Professor of Philosophy, CUNY LaGuardia Community College on 5/16/19
This is an excellent introductory (first-year) Logic and Critical Thinking textbook. The book covers the important elementary information, clearly discussing such things as the purpose and basic structure of an argument; the difference between an... read more
This is an excellent introductory (first-year) Logic and Critical Thinking textbook. The book covers the important elementary information, clearly discussing such things as the purpose and basic structure of an argument; the difference between an argument and an explanation; validity; soundness; and the distinctions between an inductive and a deductive argument in accessible terms in the first chapter. It also does a good job introducing and discussing informal fallacies (Chapter 4). The incorporation of opportunities to evaluate real-world arguments is also very effective. Chapter 2 also covers a number of formal methods of evaluating arguments, such as Venn Diagrams and Propositional logic and the four basic truth functional connectives, but to my mind, it is much more thorough in its treatment of Informal Logic and Critical Thinking skills, than it is of formal logic. I also appreciated that Van Cleave’s book includes exercises with answers and an index, but there is no glossary; which I personally do not find detracts from the book's comprehensiveness.
Overall, Van Cleave's book is error-free and unbiased. The language used is accessible and engaging. There were no glaring inaccuracies that I was able to detect.
Van Cleave's Textbook uses relevant, contemporary content that will stand the test of time, at least for the next few years. Although some examples use certain subjects like former President Obama, it does so in a useful manner that inspires the use of critical thinking skills. There are an abundance of examples that inspire students to look at issues from many different political viewpoints, challenging students to practice evaluating arguments, and identifying fallacies. Many of these exercises encourage students to critique issues, and recognize their own inherent reader-biases and challenge their own beliefs--hallmarks of critical thinking.
As mentioned previously, the author has an accessible style that makes the content relatively easy to read and engaging. He also does a suitable job explaining jargon/technical language that is introduced in the textbook.
Van Cleave uses terminology consistently and the chapters flow well. The textbook orients the reader by offering effective introductions to new material, step-by-step explanations of the material, as well as offering clear summaries of each lesson.
This textbook's modularity is really quite good. Its language and structure are not overly convoluted or too-lengthy, making it convenient for individual instructors to adapt the materials to suit their methodological preferences.
The topics in the textbook are presented in a logical and clear fashion. The structure of the chapters are such that it is not necessary to have to follow the chapters in their sequential order, and coverage of material can be adapted to individual instructor's preferences.
The textbook is free of any problematic interface issues. Topics, sections and specific content are accessible and easy to navigate. Overall it is user-friendly.
I did not find any significant grammatical issues with the textbook.
The textbook is not culturally insensitive, making use of a diversity of inclusive examples. Materials are especially effective for first-year critical thinking/logic students.
I intend to adopt Van Cleave's textbook for a Critical Thinking class I am teaching at the Community College level. I believe that it will help me facilitate student-learning, and will be a good resource to build additional classroom activities from the materials it provides.
Reviewed by Jennie Harrop, Chair, Department of Professional Studies, George Fox University on 3/27/18
While the book is admirably comprehensive, its extensive details within a few short chapters may feel overwhelming to students. The author tackles an impressive breadth of concepts in Chapter 1, 2, 3, and 4, which leads to 50-plus-page chapters... read more
While the book is admirably comprehensive, its extensive details within a few short chapters may feel overwhelming to students. The author tackles an impressive breadth of concepts in Chapter 1, 2, 3, and 4, which leads to 50-plus-page chapters that are dense with statistical analyses and critical vocabulary. These topics are likely better broached in manageable snippets rather than hefty single chapters.
The ideas addressed in Introduction to Logic and Critical Thinking are accurate but at times notably political. While politics are effectively used to exemplify key concepts, some students may be distracted by distinct political leanings.
The terms and definitions included are relevant, but the examples are specific to the current political, cultural, and social climates, which could make the materials seem dated in a few years without intentional and consistent updates.
While the reasoning is accurate, the author tends to complicate rather than simplify -- perhaps in an effort to cover a spectrum of related concepts. Beginning readers are likely to be overwhelmed and under-encouraged by his approach.
Consistency rating: 3
The four chapters are somewhat consistent in their play of definition, explanation, and example, but the structure of each chapter varies according to the concepts covered. In the third chapter, for example, key ideas are divided into sub-topics numbering from 3.1 to 3.10. In the fourth chapter, the sub-divisions are further divided into sub-sections numbered 4.1.1-4.1.5, 4.2.1-4.2.2, and 4.3.1 to 4.3.6. Readers who are working quickly to master new concepts may find themselves mired in similarly numbered subheadings, longing for a grounded concepts on which to hinge other key principles.
Modularity rating: 3
The book's four chapters make it mostly self-referential. The author would do well to beak this text down into additional subsections, easing readers' accessibility.
The content of the book flows logically and well, but the information needs to be better sub-divided within each larger chapter, easing the student experience.
The book's interface is effective, allowing readers to move from one section to the next with a single click. Additional sub-sections would ease this interplay even further.
Grammatical Errors rating: 4
Some minor errors throughout.
For the most part, the book is culturally neutral, avoiding direct cultural references in an effort to remain relevant.
Reviewed by Yoichi Ishida, Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Ohio University on 2/1/18
This textbook covers enough topics for a first-year course on logic and critical thinking. Chapter 1 covers the basics as in any standard textbook in this area. Chapter 2 covers propositional logic and categorical logic. In propositional logic,... read more
This textbook covers enough topics for a first-year course on logic and critical thinking. Chapter 1 covers the basics as in any standard textbook in this area. Chapter 2 covers propositional logic and categorical logic. In propositional logic, this textbook does not cover suppositional arguments, such as conditional proof and reductio ad absurdum. But other standard argument forms are covered. Chapter 3 covers inductive logic, and here this textbook introduces probability and its relationship with cognitive biases, which are rarely discussed in other textbooks. Chapter 4 introduces common informal fallacies. The answers to all the exercises are given at the end. However, the last set of exercises is in Chapter 3, Section 5. There are no exercises in the rest of the chapter. Chapter 4 has no exercises either. There is index, but no glossary.
The textbook is accurate.
The content of this textbook will not become obsolete soon.
The textbook is written clearly.
The textbook is internally consistent.
The textbook is fairly modular. For example, Chapter 3, together with a few sections from Chapter 1, can be used as a short introduction to inductive logic.
The textbook is well-organized.
There are no interface issues.
I did not find any grammatical errors.
This textbook is relevant to a first semester logic or critical thinking course.
Reviewed by Payal Doctor, Associate Professro, LaGuardia Community College on 2/1/18
This text is a beginner textbook for arguments and propositional logic. It covers the basics of identifying arguments, building arguments, and using basic logic to construct propositions and arguments. It is quite comprehensive for a beginner... read more
This text is a beginner textbook for arguments and propositional logic. It covers the basics of identifying arguments, building arguments, and using basic logic to construct propositions and arguments. It is quite comprehensive for a beginner book, but seems to be a good text for a course that needs a foundation for arguments. There are exercises on creating truth tables and proofs, so it could work as a logic primer in short sessions or with the addition of other course content.
The books is accurate in the information it presents. It does not contain errors and is unbiased. It covers the essential vocabulary clearly and givens ample examples and exercises to ensure the student understands the concepts
The content of the book is up to date and can be easily updated. Some examples are very current for analyzing the argument structure in a speech, but for this sort of text understandable examples are important and the author uses good examples.
The book is clear and easy to read. In particular, this is a good text for community college students who often have difficulty with reading comprehension. The language is straightforward and concepts are well explained.
The book is consistent in terminology, formatting, and examples. It flows well from one topic to the next, but it is also possible to jump around the text without loosing the voice of the text.
The books is broken down into sub units that make it easy to assign short blocks of content at a time. Later in the text, it does refer to a few concepts that appear early in that text, but these are all basic concepts that must be used to create a clear and understandable text. No sections are too long and each section stays on topic and relates the topic to those that have come before when necessary.
The flow of the text is logical and clear. It begins with the basic building blocks of arguments, and practice identifying more and more complex arguments is offered. Each chapter builds up from the previous chapter in introducing propositional logic, truth tables, and logical arguments. A select number of fallacies are presented at the end of the text, but these are related to topics that were presented before, so it makes sense to have these last.
The text is free if interface issues. I used the PDF and it worked fine on various devices without loosing formatting.
1. The book contains no grammatical errors.
The text is culturally sensitive, but examples used are a bit odd and may be objectionable to some students. For instance, President Obama's speech on Syria is used to evaluate an extended argument. This is an excellent example and it is explained well, but some who disagree with Obama's policies may have trouble moving beyond their own politics. However, other examples look at issues from all political viewpoints and ask students to evaluate the argument, fallacy, etc. and work towards looking past their own beliefs. Overall this book does use a variety of examples that most students can understand and evaluate.
My favorite part of this book is that it seems to be written for community college students. My students have trouble understanding readings in the New York Times, so it is nice to see a logic and critical thinking text use real language that students can understand and follow without the constant need of a dictionary.
Reviewed by Rebecca Owen, Adjunct Professor, Writing, Chemeketa Community College on 6/20/17
This textbook is quite thorough--there are conversational explanations of argument structure and logic. I think students will be happy with the conversational style this author employs. Also, there are many examples and exercises using current... read more
This textbook is quite thorough--there are conversational explanations of argument structure and logic. I think students will be happy with the conversational style this author employs. Also, there are many examples and exercises using current events, funny scenarios, or other interesting ways to evaluate argument structure and validity. The third section, which deals with logical fallacies, is very clear and comprehensive. My only critique of the material included in the book is that the middle section may be a bit dense and math-oriented for learners who appreciate the more informal, informative style of the first and third section. Also, the book ends rather abruptly--it moves from a description of a logical fallacy to the answers for the exercises earlier in the text.
The content is very reader-friendly, and the author writes with authority and clarity throughout the text. There are a few surface-level typos (Starbuck's instead of Starbucks, etc.). None of these small errors detract from the quality of the content, though.
One thing I really liked about this text was the author's wide variety of examples. To demonstrate different facets of logic, he used examples from current media, movies, literature, and many other concepts that students would recognize from their daily lives. The exercises in this text also included these types of pop-culture references, and I think students will enjoy the familiarity--as well as being able to see the logical structures behind these types of references. I don't think the text will need to be updated to reflect new instances and occurrences; the author did a fine job at picking examples that are relatively timeless. As far as the subject matter itself, I don't think it will become obsolete any time soon.
The author writes in a very conversational, easy-to-read manner. The examples used are quite helpful. The third section on logical fallacies is quite easy to read, follow, and understand. A student in an argument writing class could benefit from this section of the book. The middle section is less clear, though. A student learning about the basics of logic might have a hard time digesting all of the information contained in chapter two. This material might be better in two separate chapters. I think the author loses the balance of a conversational, helpful tone and focuses too heavily on equations.
Consistency rating: 4
Terminology in this book is quite consistent--the key words are highlighted in bold. Chapters 1 and 3 follow a similar organizational pattern, but chapter 2 is where the material becomes more dense and equation-heavy. I also would have liked a closing passage--something to indicate to the reader that we've reached the end of the chapter as well as the book.
I liked the overall structure of this book. If I'm teaching an argumentative writing class, I could easily point the students to the chapters where they can identify and practice identifying fallacies, for instance. The opening chapter is clear in defining the necessary terms, and it gives the students an understanding of the toolbox available to them in assessing and evaluating arguments. Even though I found the middle section to be dense, smaller portions could be assigned.
The author does a fine job connecting each defined term to the next. He provides examples of how each defined term works in a sentence or in an argument, and then he provides practice activities for students to try. The answers for each question are listed in the final pages of the book. The middle section feels like the heaviest part of the whole book--it would take the longest time for a student to digest if assigned the whole chapter. Even though this middle section is a bit heavy, it does fit the overall structure and flow of the book. New material builds on previous chapters and sub-chapters. It ends abruptly--I didn't realize that it had ended, and all of a sudden I found myself in the answer section for those earlier exercises.
The simple layout is quite helpful! There is nothing distracting, image-wise, in this text. The table of contents is clearly arranged, and each topic is easy to find.
Tiny edits could be made (Starbuck's/Starbucks, for one). Otherwise, it is free of distracting grammatical errors.
This text is quite culturally relevant. For instance, there is one example that mentions the rumors of Barack Obama's birthplace as somewhere other than the United States. This example is used to explain how to analyze an argument for validity. The more "sensational" examples (like the Obama one above) are helpful in showing argument structure, and they can also help students see how rumors like this might gain traction--as well as help to show students how to debunk them with their newfound understanding of argument and logic.
The writing style is excellent for the subject matter, especially in the third section explaining logical fallacies. Thank you for the opportunity to read and review this text!
Reviewed by Laurel Panser, Instructor, Riverland Community College on 6/20/17
This is a review of Introduction to Logic and Critical Thinking, an open source book version 1.4 by Matthew Van Cleave. The comparison book used was Patrick J. Hurley’s A Concise Introduction to Logic 12th Edition published by Cengage as well as... read more
This is a review of Introduction to Logic and Critical Thinking, an open source book version 1.4 by Matthew Van Cleave. The comparison book used was Patrick J. Hurley’s A Concise Introduction to Logic 12th Edition published by Cengage as well as the 13th edition with the same title. Lori Watson is the second author on the 13th edition.
Competing with Hurley is difficult with respect to comprehensiveness. For example, Van Cleave’s book is comprehensive to the extent that it probably covers at least two-thirds or more of what is dealt with in most introductory, one-semester logic courses. Van Cleave’s chapter 1 provides an overview of argumentation including discerning non-arguments from arguments, premises versus conclusions, deductive from inductive arguments, validity, soundness and more. Much of Van Cleave’s chapter 1 parallel’s Hurley’s chapter 1. Hurley’s chapter 3 regarding informal fallacies is comprehensive while Van Cleave’s chapter 4 on this topic is less extensive. Categorical propositions are a topic in Van Cleave’s chapter 2; Hurley’s chapters 4 and 5 provide more instruction on this, however. Propositional logic is another topic in Van Cleave’s chapter 2; Hurley’s chapters 6 and 7 provide more information on this, though. Van Cleave did discuss messy issues of language meaning briefly in his chapter 1; that is the topic of Hurley’s chapter 2.
Van Cleave’s book includes exercises with answers and an index. A glossary was not included.
Reviews of open source textbooks typically include criteria besides comprehensiveness. These include comments on accuracy of the information, whether the book will become obsolete soon, jargon-free clarity to the extent that is possible, organization, navigation ease, freedom from grammar errors and cultural relevance; Van Cleave’s book is fine in all of these areas. Further criteria for open source books includes modularity and consistency of terminology. Modularity is defined as including blocks of learning material that are easy to assign to students. Hurley’s book has a greater degree of modularity than Van Cleave’s textbook. The prose Van Cleave used is consistent.
Van Cleave’s book will not become obsolete soon.
Van Cleave’s book has accessible prose.
Van Cleave used terminology consistently.
Van Cleave’s book has a reasonable degree of modularity.
Van Cleave’s book is organized. The structure and flow of his book is fine.
Problems with navigation are not present.
Grammar problems were not present.
Van Cleave’s book is culturally relevant.
Van Cleave’s book is appropriate for some first semester logic courses.
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This is an introductory textbook in logic and critical thinking. The goal of the textbook is to provide the reader with a set of tools and skills that will enable them to identify and evaluate arguments. The book is intended for an introductory course that covers both formal and informal logic. As such, it is not a formal logic textbook, but is closer to what one would find marketed as a “critical thinking textbook.”
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Guidelines for Thinking

Promote inquiry questions According to Plato, Socrates generated lively discussion in his philosophical enclaves. If his group needed to resolve a vexatious issue, they would explore it with a series of relevant questions. Often they would find their answer/s in their responses.
The word ‘inquiry’ means just that. You inquire. You want to find out more. And the best way to do that is to ask critical and insightful questions that help you to understand an issue more effectively. ‘How’ and ‘Why’ usually work more effectively than ‘Who’, ‘What’, ‘Where’ or ‘When’.
I have seen 1000s of lessons given by amazing teachers around the world. Without exception, the most inspiring lessons were the ones in which the teacher asked deep questions, rather than just giving the answers. Further, they often challenge students to ask worthwhile questions. I once heard a teacher ask her class: what is the best question for you to ask at this stage of the lesson? It led to some insightful thinking in itself.
Use great role models The most critical model for student thinking is the teacher’s or the parent’s thinking. Your own thinking matters. To help with this, talk out aloud when you’re resolving a problem on your screen or whiteboard. Demonstrate how you are cognitively approaching the issue.
Find other great models that can be offered to your students. They might even be some of the students in your classroom right now. If that’s the case, highlight how they think. As long as they are comfortable with doing so, ask them to describe what they think about when they’re resolving an issue.
Further models might come from well-known scientists; or other teachers; or a child’s grandmother. Challenge children to look for examples of people who demonstrate inspiring thinking. Discuss how it is possible to recognise this quality of thinking.
Go metacognitive Teach children to self-talk. It’s the first step towards self-regulating their own thinking. Here’s how to start the self-talk process:
	Write some words up on a screen e.g. The weather is overcast today
	Ask them to think those words inside their brain, at normal speaking speed, yet without moving their lips or making any sound
	Repeat this several times
	Then ask them to think of their response to another question e.g. what is the best quality work you’ve done today?

Once they work out how to do this, then ask them to self-reflect on their learning near the end of some lessons. They might ask themselves: What did you do well? What could you have done differently?
Focus on the 1st 5 mins The 1st few minutes of any learning experience will determine the intellectual quality of the rest of the lesson. If you start at a low level, it’s difficult to raise the standard later. Start high, and this will set the expectations for the remainder of the lesson. Their attention also is likely to be higher at the start than any other time, so make the most of it.
Use the Challenge Key to initiate lesson dialogue. It might simply involve a provocative statement e.g. in a study on pending applications of technology, the statement could be: 「That within ten years, there will be no privacy, without exception, in people’s lives.」 Such a statement indicates that you intend to be edgy and serious about the upcoming lesson.
Use technology to enhance thinking Present and future technologies (handheld devices; brain computer interfaces; augmented reality) can dramatically enhance learning in people of all ages. In ages past, knowledge was acquired by listening to an elder, or reading a book. While these still have some merit, the entire world is now available on a single device.
However, specific skills are still needed in order to enhance learning. Just using the device is not enough. Learning how to synthesize / summarise / curate a massive amount of data is a key skill. As an example, with the Info Key, the thinker understands how to research, and to then distil the knowledge into a succinct overview.
Intellectualise everything Everything that is done in learning can be intellectualised. Everything. Even the standard everyday tasks that normally might be tedious yet necessary. Marking rolls; correcting papers; giving instructions. It depends upon the intellectual quality of the dialogue that you use, and the questions that you ask.
For example, when marking rolls, you might ask students to rate something out of 10, such as their perspective on a recent political decision; or their belief in the nutritional worth of a certain food. When their name is called, they are then required to give their rating. It certainly beats 『Here Ma’am’ in terms of intellectual rigour.
If one student is about to deliver a short talk, preface the talk with 3 questions that encourage the listeners to critique the talk more deeply. If you teach young children to handwrite, set up a rubric that outlines the standards for poor to great handwriting, and then ask them to evaluate their writing afterwards on the basis of that rubric.
Develop a positive disposition to thinking Your disposition is the attitude you have towards something. When children have a positive disposition towards thinking, they are more likely to respect its worth, and to work on improving their own thinking.
How do we develop this positive disposition in students? By creating classrooms and home environments that admire great thinking; by acknowledging their interesting ideas; by paying attention to the conditions that help them to think well; by being explicit about the importance of great thinking
Encourage them to think about why good thinking actually IS important eg it helps them to: critically evaluate the worth of different perspectives; to choose decent movies (or good friends); to problem-solve; to become aware of their own self-worth and resilience.
Understand the brain Science curricula around the planet invariably feature a study of the human body. Given that we all have one (a body, that is), this is a great focus. However, we need to also study the human brain; and at two levels:
	The physiological, with topics such as brain structure, specific brain functioning (such as the interplay between neurons), and even brain health (with foods that best support optimum functioning)
	The psychological, with topics such as mental health, the effect of one’s thinking on one’s emotional state, and how to adjust your thinking for peak performance.

Encourage co-creative thinking Encourage young people to co-create in online and offline environments. Develop learning network environments that draw on the collective thinking and energy of people working together. Thinking is enhanced through collaborative activity that is based upon deep collective purpose, mutual trust, and the desire to engage in pro-social dialogue.
How do we do this? Encourage children to work effectively and respectfully in a team setting; set up 『round robin’ brainstorming and keep the flow going for as long as possible; develop online research skills that enable them to discover verifiable knowledge from billions of other people; find positive gaming environments that encourage users to work together; get engaged in Citizen Science projects from around the world.
Build in context Imagine doing a jigsaw, yet not having the image of the completed picture for reference. Yes, you could eventually do it, but it would make it a much more difficult task. When you can see the jigsaw cover before you start, it gives a context for each of the pieces.
The same approach is needed when you teach children any thinking strategies. Don’t just teach the strategy by itself. Build it into something that you’re already teaching. Give it some context. When you do that, it’s more likely that students will transfer that thinking strategy into their everyday life.
Promote ethical thinking Just like everything else in life, there is the potential for good or bad consequences with skills that you develop. This is especially so when learning how to think effectively. Educators and parents want to see 8 or 14- year olds applying their thinking to constructive and ethical practices. A hammer can help to build a beautiful house; or to injure another person.
Teach thinking from an ethical perspective. Be very clear with children about the way that brainpower can be used for good or evil. When you facilitate learning tasks, instil core values that advance local and global humanity. Help them to apply their thinking to social justice causes. Here’s one Organising Sheet that can help.
Make thinking explicit Yes, thinking happens inside your brain. The trouble is that, when people can’t directly see it happening, they may assume that it is a hidden and mystical process. Instead, be very explicit about it. Teach self-talking; discuss how the brain works; and very directly name specific thinking strategies as you introduce them in context.
In learning with younger children, use clear displays of the Thinkers Keys icons, so that you can refer to them whenever you begin to apply a strategy. With older students, give them the Thinking Organiser sheet, so they can use it as a reference for the strategies they’re applying.
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IR-2024-45, Feb. 21, 2024
WASHINGTON — During the busiest time of the tax filing season, the Internal Revenue Service kicked off its 2024 Tax Time Guide series to help remind taxpayers of key items they’ll need to file a 2023 tax return.
As part of its four-part, weekly Tax Time Guide series, the IRS continues to provide new and updated resources to help taxpayers file an accurate tax return. Taxpayers can count on IRS.gov for updated resources and tools along with a special free help page available around the clock. Taxpayers are also encouraged to read Publication 17, Your Federal Income Tax (For Individuals) for additional guidance.
Essentials to filing an accurate tax return
The deadline this tax season for filing Form 1040, U.S. Individual Income Tax Return , or 1040-SR, U.S. Tax Return for Seniors , is April 15, 2024. However, those who live in Maine or Massachusetts will have until April 17, 2024, to file due to official holidays observed in those states.
Taxpayers are advised to wait until they receive all their proper tax documents before filing their tax returns. Filing without all the necessary documents could lead to mistakes and potential delays.
It’s important for taxpayers to carefully review their documents for any inaccuracies or missing information. If any issues are found, taxpayers should contact the payer immediately to request a correction or confirm that the payer has their current mailing or email address on file.
Creating an IRS Online Account can provide taxpayers with secure access to information about their federal tax account, including payment history, tax records and other important information.
Having organized tax records can make the process of preparing a complete and accurate tax return easier and may also help taxpayers identify any overlooked deductions or credits .
Taxpayers who have an Individual Taxpayer Identification Number or ITIN may need to renew it if it has expired and is required for a U.S. federal tax return. If an expiring or expired ITIN is not renewed, the IRS can still accept the tax return, but it may result in processing delays or delays in credits owed.
Changes to credits and deductions for tax year 2023
Standard deduction amount increased. For 2023, the standard deduction amount has been increased for all filers. The amounts are:
	Single or married filing separately — $13,850.
	Head of household — $20,800.
	Married filing jointly or qualifying surviving spouse — $27,700.

Additional child tax credit amount increased. The maximum additional child tax credit amount has increased to $1,600 for each qualifying child.
Child tax credit enhancements. Many changes to the Child tax credit (CTC) that had been implemented by the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 have expired.
However, the IRS continues to closely monitor legislation being considered by Congress affecting the Child Tax Credit. The IRS reminds taxpayers eligible for the Child Tax Credit that they should not wait to file their 2023 tax return this filing season. If Congress changes the CTC guidelines, the IRS will automatically make adjustments for those who have already filed so no additional action will be needed by those eligible taxpayers.
Under current law, for tax year 2023, the following currently apply:
	The enhanced credit allowed for qualifying children under age 6 and children under age 18 has expired. For 2023, the initial amount of the CTC is $2,000 for each qualifying child. The credit amount begins to phase out where AGI income exceeds $200,000 ($400,000 in the case of a joint return). The amount of the CTC that can be claimed as a refundable credit is limited as it was in 2020 except that the maximum ACTC amount for each qualifying child increased to $1,500.
	The increased age allowance for a qualifying child has expired. A child must be under age 17 at the end of 2023 to be a qualifying child.

Changes to the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC). The enhancements for taxpayers without a qualifying child implemented by the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 will not apply for tax year 2023. To claim the EITC without a qualifying child in 2023, taxpayers must be at least age 25 but under age 65 at the end of 2023. If a taxpayer is married filing a joint return, one spouse must be at least age 25 but under age 65 at the end of 2023.
Taxpayers may find more information on Child tax credits in the Instructions for Schedule 8812 (Form 1040) .
New Clean Vehicle Credit. The credit for new qualified plug-in electric drive motor vehicles has changed. This credit is now known as the Clean Vehicle Credit. The maximum amount of the credit and some of the requirements to claim the credit have changed. The credit is reported on Form 8936, Qualified Plug-In Electric Drive Motor Vehicle Credit , and on Form 1040, Schedule 3.
More information on these and other credit and deduction changes for tax year 2023 may be found in the Publication 17, Your Federal Income Tax (For Individuals) , taxpayer guide.
1099-K reporting requirements have not changed for tax year 2023
Following feedback from taxpayers, tax professionals and payment processors, and to reduce taxpayer confusion, the IRS recently released Notice 2023-74 announcing a delay of the new $600 reporting threshold for tax year 2023 on Form 1099-K, Payment Card and Third-Party Network Transactions . The previous reporting thresholds will remain in place for 2023.
The IRS has published a fact sheet with further information to assist taxpayers concerning changes to 1099-K reporting requirements for tax year 2023.
Form 1099-K reporting requirements
Taxpayers who take direct payment by credit, debit or gift cards for selling goods or providing services by customers or clients should get a Form 1099-K from their payment processor or payment settlement entity no matter how many payments they got or how much they were for.
If they used a payment app or online marketplace and received over $20,000 from over 200 transactions,
the payment app or online marketplace is required to send a Form 1099-K. However, they can send a Form 1099-K with lower amounts. Whether or not the taxpayer receives a Form 1099-K, they must still report any income on their tax return.
What’s taxable? It’s the profit from these activities that’s taxable income. The Form 1099-K shows the gross or total amount of payments received. Taxpayers can use it and other records to figure out the actual taxes they owe on any profits. Remember that all income, no matter the amount, is taxable unless the tax law says it isn’t – even if taxpayers don’t get a Form 1099-K.
What’s not taxable? Taxpayers shouldn’t receive a Form 1099-K for personal payments, including money received as a gift and for repayment of shared expenses. That money isn’t taxable. To prevent getting an inaccurate Form 1099-K, note those payments as “personal,” if possible.
Good recordkeeping is key. Be sure to keep good records because it helps when it’s time to file a tax return. It’s a good idea to keep business and personal transactions separate to make it easier to figure out what a taxpayer owes.
For details on what to do if a taxpayer gets a Form 1099-K in error or the information on their form is incorrect, visit IRS.gov/1099k  or find frequently asked questions at Form 1099-K FAQs .
Direct File pilot program provides a new option this year for some
The IRS launched the Direct File pilot program during the 2024 tax season. The pilot will give eligible taxpayers an option to prepare and electronically file their 2023 tax returns, for free, directly with the IRS.
The Direct File pilot program will be offered to eligible taxpayers in 12 pilot states who have relatively simple tax returns reporting only certain types of income and claiming limited credits and deductions. The 12 states currently participating in the Direct File pilot program are Arizona, California, Florida, Massachusetts, Nevada, New Hampshire, New York, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Washington state and Wyoming. Taxpayers can check their eligibility at directfile.irs.gov .
The Direct File pilot is currently in the internal testing phase and will be more widely available in mid-March. Taxpayers can get the latest news about the pilot at Direct File pilot news and sign up to be notified when Direct File is open to new users.
Finally, for comprehensive information on all these and other changes for tax year 2023, taxpayers and tax professionals are encouraged to read the Publication 17, Your Federal Income Tax (For Individuals) , taxpayer guide, as well as visit other topics of taxpayer interest on IRS.gov.
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	PDF CARDS
magically occur overnight. These Thinkers Keys will still require direct instruction. What matters, though, is that the instruction occurs in the context of the learning. If you're serious about transfer into real life contexts, then contextually embed these Thinkers Keys into experiences that are based upon deep inquiry learning tasks. 2




	PDF Tony Ryan
generated with the Keys. Naturally, there is nothing new about the teaching of thinking or about the thematic approach. Thousands of teachers throughout the world have been applying these philosophies for many years. The distinguishing feature of this booklet, however, is that it forms a link between the thinking strategies and the themes in a ...




	Thinkers' Keys
The versatile Thinkers Keys strategy can be applied in a variety of situations including homework, journal writing, enrichment tasks and with small and large groups. Thinkers Keys Cards include 20 strategies for generating intellectual rigor in routine classroom contexts. Â· Cards are divided into two groups: 10 Critical/Organizational ...




	Thinkerskeys
More info about my work on thinking is also available here. And… although all of the Thinkers Keys material is available on this site for free download, you can acquire some professional sets of the cards here. A special point: One of the most powerful applications for young people's thinking is to encourage social entrepreneurship.




	PDF Tony Ryan's Thinkers Keys: SOLO Levels and Strategies
I use [Tony Ryan's Thinkers Keys] and I know when and why to use them. I can teach others to use [Tony Ryan's Thinkers Keys]. I act as a role model for others to help them use [Tony Ryan's Thinkers Keys]. I seek feedback on how to improve how I can use [Tony Ryan's Thinkers Keys]. Effective Strategies [insert Strategies suggested by Students ...




	Thinker's Keys
Thinker's keys can be used in many ways and situations, they are a really powerful tool that can be used to help unlock critical and creative thinking abilities that ALL learners have. Thinking Keys focus on core thinking skills and must be delivered in context. There are 20 thinking keys. 10 purple keys and 10 orange keys. Purple keys ...




	PDF Quick Tips: Basic Tenets
Thinkers Keys provide a range of question or task starters, presented as KEYS to unlocking the analytical, critical and creative thinking abilities of learners. QUICK TIPS: The Thinker's Keys require direct instruction and direct reference to the terms FLUENCY, FLEXIBILITY, ORIGINALITY, and ELABORATION.




	Thinkers Keys
The Thinker's Keys are a range of question starters developed by Tony Ryan. They are designed to engage and motivate students in divergent thinking activities and provide a framework for teachers when developing units of work. Examples of Thinkers Keys: The What If?: For any topic or question, ask a What If? question - It can be silly or serious.




	PDF Thinker's Keys
Thinker's Keys LI I can use and apply thinking keys to develop and extend my knowledge of The Solar System Ryan's Thinking Keys The Reverse Listing Key Place words such as cannot, never or not in a sentence. Eg. Name 3 things you cannot do in Space The What If Key You can ask virtually any What If question. Use the ideas wheel to




	Thinkers Keys
The Thinkers Keys are 20 powerful strategies for teaching children to think. Specifically designed to be used by 8 to 14 year-olds, they are placed into two general groups: 1. Purple Keys (the 10 critical thinking strategies). For research, for organising yourself, for the development of action plans, for reflection. 2. Orange Keys (the 10 creative thinking strategies).




	Thinkers Keys Version1
Thinkers Keys Version1 - Free download as PDF File (.pdf), Text File (.txt) or read online for free. Scribd is the world's largest social reading and publishing site. ... To me, it appeared quite obvious that the new Thinkers Keys should be linked with the thematic approach to teaching, as outlined in Adventures in Thinking. As a result, this ...




	Thinkers Keys
The Thinkers Keys have been sold and implemented in at least 28 countries around the world. There are 20 specific strategies - 10 critical and 10 creative. They are applicable to all ages. Card Booklet. Master Sheet (Colour) Master Sheet (B&W) Decision. This strategy helps you to make a decision. Highly suitable for procrastinators.




	Thinking Tools (Thinker's Keys and Tic Tac Toe)
There are 21 Thinker´s Keys and 9 of them have been integrated with the learning strategy of Tic Tac Toe on topic related to Sports. Thinker´s Keys (Ryan, 2014) is creativity tools that help students to improve their critical thinking skills, creativity, imagination, questioning skills and predicting skills. Tic-Tac-Toe is a strategy for differentiation instruction (Tomlinson, 1999) that is ...




	Resources
Relevant Apps, websites and resources. This resource has a list of activities for each key that teachers can use in their classrooms. Teachers can use this to find activities that are relevant to their topics and focus. A great resource that includes templates and a range of examples of the Keys in use can be found online at.




	PDF Frameworks for Thinking
thinking and the nature of classiﬁcation help the reader locate theories within a broader Weld of knowledge. Key concepts such as critical think-ing, self-regulation and metacognition are examined from a range of perspectives. The handbook offers practical advice in the form of choices andrecommendationsfor theuseofframeworksinteaching ...




	Mathematics Thinker's Keys
Incorporating the Thinker's Keys into your math lessons provides students with meaningful open ended tasks that inspire critical and creative thinking. Activities are engaging and fun! These are the perfect enrichment task for high potential learners! This pack comes with a total of 5 Thinkers Key choice boards covering: ⇒ Fractions. ⇒ Decimals




	Thinkers Keys: A Powerful Program for Teaching Children to Become
The Thinkers Keys are 20 powerful strategies for teaching children to think. Specifically designed to be used by 8 to 14 year-olds, they are placed into two general groups: 1. Purple Keys (the 10 critical thinking strategies). For research, for organising yourself, for the development of action plans, for reflection. 2. Orange Keys (the 10 ...




	PPT
Thinking Keys From Thinker's Keys for Kids by Tony Ryan. 1. The Reverse Key • Place words such as cannot, never and not in sentences which are commonly displayed in a listing format. • THE JUSTIFICATION: • Students are too often required to regurgitate endless lists of facts. Moving in the opposite direction still requires a sound knowledge base, but it forces students to think.




	Introduction to Logic and Critical Thinking
This is an introductory textbook in logic and critical thinking. The goal of the textbook is to provide the reader with a set of tools and skills that will enable them to identify and evaluate arguments. The book is intended for an introductory course that covers both formal and informal logic. As such, it is not a formal logic textbook, but is closer to what one would find marketed as a ...




	Guidelines for Thinking
Focus on the 1st 5 mins. The 1st few minutes of any learning experience will determine the intellectual quality of the rest of the lesson. If you start at a low level, it's difficult to raise the standard later. Start high, and this will set the expectations for the remainder of the lesson.




	Tony ryan
10 orange keys (creative thinking) 3 important points. 1. Thinking is not an optional extra in learning. 2. The teaching of thinking skills must be delivered in context. 3. The secret to using the 20 thinkers keys is to place them into sequences most thinking and learning experiences will require a sequence of purple and orange thinking in ...




	Tax Time Guide 2024: What to know before completing a tax return
IR-2024-45, Feb. 21, 2024 — During the busiest time of the tax filing season, the Internal Revenue Service kicked off its 2024 Tax Time Guide series to help remind taxpayers of key items they'll need to file a 2023 tax return.




	ICSE Class 10 Geography Question Paper 2024 PDF with Answer Key
ICSE Class 10 Geography Answer Key 2024. Q. Choose the correct answers to the questions from the given options. (Do not copy the questions, write the correct answers only.)




	PDF Chapter 8
Thinking involves mental representations that are either mental images or concepts. Complex thought processes are problem solving, reasoning, decision-making, judgment, and creative thinking. Problem solving is thinking directed towards the solution of a specific problem. Mental set, functional fixedness, lack of motivation and persistence are ...




	UP Board Class 12 Maths Question Paper, Answer Key 2024: Download in PDF
Here you will get to download the PDF of UP Board Class 12 Maths question paper 2024. You can check the question paper to match your set of the paper and analyse it for the difficulty level. UP ...




	PDF THINKING PROVOCATIONS / PROJECTS (Tony Ryan)
century. Focus on three key areas such as schooling, space exploration, eating habits. During the 21 st century, the distinction between human and robot will continue to overlap. Design what you believe will be the everyday inhabitant on Earth in 100 years from now. Develop an environmental action plan for your home so that it wastes the
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	'Star Witness' in Fani Willis Misconduct Case Falters on Stand
The reputed star witness at the misconduct hearing of Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis faltered when testifying about when her romance started with the special prosecutor leading the ...
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