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Course details
An introduction to critical thinking.
This is an In-person course which requires your attendance to the weekly meetings which take place in Oxford.
In print, online and in conversation, we frequently encounter conflicting views on important issues: from climate change, vaccinations and current political events to economic policy, healthy lifestyles and parenting. It can be difficult to know how to make up one’s own mind when confronted with such diverse viewpoints.
This course teaches you how to critically engage with different points of view. You are given some guidelines that will help you decide to what extent to trust the person, organisation, website or publication defending a certain position. You are also shown how to assess others’ views and arrive at your own point of view through reasoning. We discuss examples of both reasoning about facts and the reasoning required in making practical decisions. We distinguish risky inferences with probable conclusions from risk-free inferences with certain conclusions. You are shown how to spot and avoid common mistakes in reasoning. 
No previous knowledge of critical thinking or logic is needed. This course will be enjoyed by those who relish the challenge of thinking rationally and learning new skills. The skills and concepts taught will also be useful when studying other areas of philosophy.
Programme details
Term Starts:  23rd April 2024
Week 1: What is critical thinking? What is the difference between reasoning and other ways of forming beliefs?
Week 2: What is a logical argument? How do arguments differ from conditionals, explanations and rhetoric?
Week 3: Certainty versus probability: the distinction between deductive and inductive reasoning.
Week 4: Deductive validity and logical form. 
Week 5: When do arguments rely on hidden premises? A closer look at probability. 
Week 6: Inductive generalisations: Reasoning from samples. 
Week 7: Reasoning about causes and inference to the best explanation.
Week 8: Practical reasoning: Reasoning about what to do.
Week 9: When is it appropriate to believe what others tell you? What is the significance of expertise?
Week 10: Putting it all together: We analyse and assess longer passages of reasoning.
Recommended reading
All weekly class students may become borrowing members of the Rewley House Continuing Education Library for the duration of their course. Prospective students whose courses have not yet started are welcome to use the Library for reference. More information can be found on the Library website.
There is a Guide for Weekly Class students which will give you further information.
Availability of titles on the reading list (below) can be checked on SOLO , the library catalogue.
Preparatory reading
	Critical Reasoning: A Romp Through the Foothills of Logic for Complete Beginners / Talbot, M
	Critical Thinking : An Introduction to Reasoning Well / Watson, J C and Arp R

Recommended Reading List
Certification
To complete the course and receive a certificate, you will be required to attend at least 80% of the classes on the course and pass your final assignment. Upon successful completion, you will receive a link to download a University of Oxford digital certificate. Information on how to access this digital certificate will be emailed to you after the end of the course. The certificate will show your name, the course title and the dates of the course you attended. You will be able to download your certificate or share it on social media if you choose to do so.
If you are in receipt of a UK state benefit, you are a full-time student in the UK or a student on a low income, you may be eligible for a reduction of 50% of tuition fees. Please see the below link for full details:
Concessionary fees for short courses
Dr Andrea Lechler
Andrea Lechler holds a degree in Computational Linguistics, an MSc in Artificial Intelligence, and an MA and PhD in Philosophy. She has extensive experience of teaching philosophy for OUDCE and other institutions. Her website is www.andrealechler.com. 
Course aims
To help students improve their critical thinking skills.    
Course Objectives:
	To help students reflect on how people reason and how they try to persuade others of their views.
	To make students familiar with the principles underlying different types of good reasoning as well as common mistakes in reasoning.
	To present some guidelines for identifying trustworthy sources of information.

Teaching methods
The tutor will present the course content in an interactive way using plenty of examples and exercises. Students are encouraged to ask questions and participate in class discussions and group work. To consolidate their understanding of the subject they will be assigned further exercises as homework.
Learning outcomes
By the end of the course students will be expected to:
	be able to pick out and analyse passages of reasoning in texts and conversations
	understand the most important ways of assessing the cogency of such reasoning
	know how to assess the trustworthiness of possible sources of information.

Assessment methods
Assessment is based on a set of exercises similar to those discussed in class. One set of homework exercises can be submitted as a practice assignment.
Students must submit a completed Declaration of Authorship form at the end of term when submitting your final piece of work. CATS points cannot be awarded without the aforementioned form - Declaration of Authorship form
Application
To earn credit (CATS points) for your course you will need to register and pay an additional £10 fee per course. You can do this by ticking the relevant box at the bottom of the enrolment form or when enrolling online.
Please use the 'Book' or 'Apply' button on this page. Alternatively, please complete an  enrolment form (Word)  or  enrolment form (Pdf) .
Level and demands
Students who register for CATS points will receive a Record of CATS points on successful completion of their course assessment.
To earn credit (CATS points) you will need to register and pay an additional £10 fee per course. You can do this by ticking the relevant box at the bottom of the enrolment form or when enrolling online.
Coursework is an integral part of all weekly classes and everyone enrolled will be expected to do coursework in order to benefit fully from the course. Only those who have registered for credit will be awarded CATS points for completing work at the required standard.
Students who do not register for CATS points during the enrolment process can either register for CATS points prior to the start of their course or retrospectively from the January 1st after the current full academic year has been completed. If you are enrolled on the Certificate of Higher Education you need to indicate this on the enrolment form but there is no additional registration fee.
Most of the Department's weekly classes have 10 or 20 CATS points assigned to them. 10 CATS points at FHEQ Level 4 usually consist of ten 2-hour sessions. 20 CATS points at FHEQ Level 4 usually consist of twenty 2-hour sessions. It is expected that, for every 2 hours of tuition you are given, you will engage in eight hours of private study.
Credit Accumulation and Transfer Scheme (CATS)
Terms & conditions for applicants and students
Information on financial support
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Critical Reasoning For Beginners Teaches You to Think Like a Philosopher">Oxford’s Free Course Critical Reasoning For Beginners Teaches You to Think Like a Philosopher
in Online Courses , Philosophy | March 21st, 2019 8 Comments

Image by Pablo Fernández, via Flickr Commons
When I was younger, I often found myself disagreeing with something I’d read or heard, but couldn’t explain exactly why. Despite being unable to pinpoint the precise reasons, I had a strong sense that the rules of logic were being violated. After I was exposed to critical thinking in high school and university, I learned to recognize problematic arguments, whether they be a  straw man , an  appeal to authority , or an  ad hominem attack . Faulty arguments are all-pervasive, and the mental biases that underlie them pop up in media coverage, college classes, and armchair theorizing. Want to learn how to avoid them? Look no further than  Critical Reasoning For Beginners , a top rated collection of lectures led by Oxford University’s  Marianne Talbot .
Talbot builds the course from the ground up, and begins by explaining that arguments consist of a set of premises that, logically linked together, lead to a conclusion. She proceeds to outline the way to lay out an argument logically and clearly, and eventually, the basic steps involved in assessing its strengths and weaknesses.
The six-part series, which was recorded in 2009, shows no sign of wear, and Talbot, unlike some philosophy professors, does a terrific job of making the content digestible. If you’ve got some time on your hands, the lectures, which average just over an hour in length, can be finished in less than a week. That’s peanuts, if you consider that all of our knowledge is built on the foundations that this course establishes. If you haven’t had the chance to be exposed to a class on critical thought, I can’t recommend Critical Reasoning For Beginners with enough enthusiasm: there are few mental skills that are as underappreciated, and as central to our daily lives, as critical thinking.

Critical Reasoning For Beginners  is  currently available on the University of Oxford website in both audio and video formats , and also on iTunes  and YouTube . You can find it listed in our collection of  Free Online Philosophy Courses , part of our collection of 1300  Free Online Courses  from top universities.
Note: An earlier version of this post appeared on our site in 2014.
Ilia Blinderman is a Montreal-based culture and science writer. Follow him at  @iliablinderman , or read more of his writing  at the Huffington Post .
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“there are few mental skills that are as underappreciated, and as central to our daily lives, as critical thinking.”
Not to mention in very short supply.
I think it is quite possible to reason with the unconscious mind without fallacy … true of false?
Ghost — Dance Macabre _‑_ still at 4:34 ‑_- [ThrICE] Ghost Published on Oct 16, 2018
Deconstruction today (26 Jan 2010) UCL Lunch Hour Lectures Published on Aug 27, 2010
This Quantum Theory Says Time Can Flow Backward
“I think it is quite possible to reason with the unconscious mind without fallacy” … true of false?
There is no way to determine whether this statement is true or false, because we are not in the head of the speaker. We cannot know what the speaker thinks. If the first 2 words of the statement(i.e. I think)are omitted, then the proposition changes, and it may then be possible to determine its truth value.
The problem with valuing critical thinking over other modes of reasoning is that humans are primarily non-rational. The prefrontal cortex of the brain, its newest area in terms of its evolution, exists primarily to justify decisions our non-rational decision systems have made. More poetically, our desires precede our reason, which wraps them with a pretty bow.
jake3_14, I thought I was alone in thinking that humans are primarilily non-rational. Good to know there are others who understand it.
Yes,we are a nonrational species, but we also have the ability to think rationally. It will take rational thinking in order to survive our irrationality.
Can I join this now?
I think people should learn this. Then take it apart for its obvious cultural bias and privileging of a singular way of seeing reality.
You would think that would be in any post about thinking critically (or course — I teach this way, others will think this way).
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Critical thinking definition

Critical thinking, as described by Oxford Languages, is the objective analysis and evaluation of an issue in order to form a judgement.
Active and skillful approach, evaluation, assessment, synthesis, and/or evaluation of information obtained from, or made by, observation, knowledge, reflection, acumen or conversation, as a guide to belief and action, requires the critical thinking process, which is why it's often used in education and academics.
Some even may view it as a backbone of modern thought.
However, it's a skill, and skills must be trained and encouraged to be used at its full potential.
People turn up to various approaches in improving their critical thinking, like:
	Developing technical and problem-solving skills
	Engaging in more active listening
	Actively questioning their assumptions and beliefs
	Seeking out more diversity of thought
	Opening up their curiosity in an intellectual way etc.

Is critical thinking useful in writing?
Critical thinking can help in planning your paper and making it more concise, but it's not obvious at first. We carefully pinpointed some the questions you should ask yourself when boosting critical thinking in writing:
	What information should be included?
	Which information resources should the author look to?
	What degree of technical knowledge should the report assume its audience has?
	What is the most effective way to show information?
	How should the report be organized?
	How should it be designed?
	What tone and level of language difficulty should the document have?

Usage of critical thinking comes down not only to the outline of your paper, it also begs the question: How can we use critical thinking solving problems in our writing's topic?
Let's say, you have a Powerpoint on how critical thinking can reduce poverty in the United States. You'll primarily have to define critical thinking for the viewers, as well as use a lot of critical thinking questions and synonyms to get them to be familiar with your methods and start the thinking process behind it.
Are there any services that can help me use more critical thinking?
We understand that it's difficult to learn how to use critical thinking more effectively in just one article, but our service is here to help.
We are a team specializing in writing essays and other assignments for college students and all other types of customers who need a helping hand in its making. We cover a great range of topics, offer perfect quality work, always deliver on time and aim to leave our customers completely satisfied with what they ordered.
The ordering process is fully online, and it goes as follows:
	Select the topic and the deadline of your essay.
	Provide us with any details, requirements, statements that should be emphasized or particular parts of the essay writing process you struggle with.
	Leave the email address, where your completed order will be sent to.
	Select your prefered payment type, sit back and relax!

With lots of experience on the market, professionally degreed essay writers , online 24/7 customer support and incredibly low prices, you won't find a service offering a better deal than ours.
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