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“Architecture that is meant to have a sensuous connection to life calls for thinking that goes far beyond form and construction. In his texts, Peter Zumthor articulates what motivates him to design his buildings, which appeal to the visitor’s heart and mind in so many different ways and possess a compelling and unmistakable presence and aura.”
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In order to design buildings with a sensuous connection to life, one must think in a way that goes far beyond form and construction. -Peter Zumthor, Thinking Architecture
Winner of the Pritzker Prize for Architecture 2009, Swiss architect Peter Zumthor is considered to be one of the most extraordinary and controversial architects working today.
Thinking Architecture allows readers a direct glimpse into his mind through a series of essays, titles such as “The Light in the Landscape,” reflecting his minimalist style. Peter Zumthor articulates what motivates him to design his buildings, which appeal to visitors’ hearts and minds and possess a compelling and unmistakable presence and aura.
Now in its third edition, Thinking Architecture has been expanded to include two new essays: "Architecture and Landscape" and "The Leis Houses.” "Architecture and Landscape" deals with the relationship between the structure and its surroundings, with the secret of the successful placement and topographical integration of architecture. In "The Leis Houses" Peter Zumthor describes the genesis of two wooden houses in the town of Leis in the Swiss canton of Graubunden, thus thematizing the special challenge of integrating contemporary architecture into a traditional architectural context.
Thinking Architecture is a must read for any architect, student, or individual interested in stepping into the mind of one of the greatest architects of this century.
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One of Peter Zumthor's most famous buildings: The Therme Vals
Created in 1996, The Therme Vals, or the Thermal Baths, is one of Peter Zumthor's most famous buildings. Located in Graubunden Canton in Switzerland, the Thermal Baths is a spa and hotel that is built over the area's only natural hot spring.
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Book in Focus: Thinking architecture by Peter Zumthor

Published in 1998, Thinking architecture is a thin, 65 pages book, which gives an epigrammatic view into the mind of Pritzker prize laureate, Peter Zumthor. It is an abstract of his architectural philosophy, inspirations and learnings.

“There was a time when I experienced architecture without thinking about it. Sometimes I can almost feel a particular door handle in my hand, a piece of metal shaped like the back of a spoon. I used to take hold of it when I went into my aunt’s garden . That door handle still seems to me like a special sign of entry into a world of different moods and smells. “
–An excerpt from the book, page 9, Thinking architecture, Peter Zumthor 
The very first extract of the book reveals the impact of his memory. His writings, much like his architecture, instil an emotional quality and infuse an ethereal experience, felt by the depth of his words. He articulates his approach to design as a derivative of his memories and observations, bestowed upon his intuitive core, a quality that he has possessed since the beginning. The quest for this passion and the endeavour to understand and refine it, is what drives him to work, whether it is as an architect or a cabinet maker. 
Thinking architecture is an elegiac allegory on the simplest of feelings of touch, sound, smell and sight and its resonance with architecture. A keen observer, Zumthor is in perpetual search of truth, beauty and meaning. 
He believes that materials can assume a sensuous and poetic quality if one can find a meaningful situation to evoke its presence. He begins the design process with a mental perception of materials and space, the essence of which, can bring life in architecture. Thus, every material possesses a particular memory in light of its context and can be perceived in a certain way, in that particular place only.
“The sense that I try to instil into materials is beyond all rules of composition and their tangibility, smell and acoustic qualities are merely elements of the language that we are obliged to use.” 
– page 11, Thinking Architecture, Peter Zumthor

Imagery | Thinking architecture
Memories and mental images serve as the genesis of the book. A keen observer, Zumthor has a gift for a detailed recollection of past experiences and spatial impressions, which act as an inspiration for his work. The poetic yet effortless manner in which every experience is narrated unveils curiosity and artistry, the memories and images of which form a conundrum of architectural expressions.
Imagination is an innate process common to everyone, a part of intuition and thinking. To think in images, in architectural, visual and sensuous pictures is the premise of designing, directed towards a ‘whole’. Thus, the nature of the image is whole of the imagined reality, incomplete at the beginning but re-articulated again and again until its true meaning is attained.
Parts to a whole
Artistic processes involve an attempt to create a presence that is analogous to what is found in nature, an instinct to venture for wholeness. Similarly, a comparison is made between art and construction. 
Zumthor elaborates the process of construction as the art of making a significant whole out of many parts; a myriad of functions, details, materials, forms and dimensions. Buildings must be viewed as complexes, the inherent qualities and details of which, have been truly identified and put into a ‘factual relationship’ with one another.

Reality of architecture | Thinking architecture
Zumthor talks about the parallel between ‘reality’ and ‘living’. The true meaning of architecture can be revealed only through relating the act of dwelling along with the inherent qualities of materials and structures , infused with imagination. Emotions and feelings disseminate the essence of a concrete body, thus translating the distinction between architecture and life until it ceases to exist.
The author is critical of the current approaches to architecture and expresses a radical perspective where the process of design is an endless interplay of emotions and reason. It explores the medium of images to create a plethora of atmospheres and perceptible forms. 
Thus, the coalescence of the qualities of design, function, form and construction create a humble environment that holds incessant elegance and warmth, as long as there is a person to witness it. Architecture is concrete, it needs to be executed. To experience it means to touch, hear, see and smell.
By the end of the book, one is compelled to pause and introspect their perception about space, how one reacts, moves and inhabits. One may ask the question, whether every individual, experiences space the same way or do they possess a personal realm within the built environment. What if we envisage the undefined and reflect on the intangibility of space and life? 
In conclusion, ‘thinking architecture’ is much more than merely being a collection of lectures and essays, it is a collection of anecdotes, narratives , spatial experiences and feelings. It is an honest impression of architecture, its depth, its association to people and the sense of just being.

Surabhi is a student of architecture and is trying to figure out how she can contribute to the field and society. She finds architectural writing as an escape to a world full of possibilities and hope. Her curiosity, zest to learn, explore and share, is what keeps her going.
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Related Papers
Nicholas Temple
This paper was presented at a roundtable debate at a conference in Dundee in November 2019 (Architecture and Collective Life). The theme of the debate concerned the future of the architectural humanities. In my paper, entitled 'The Humanities in Crisis: Architecture’s ‘Fate’ in an Age of Radical Change', I consider how the future relevance and viability of the humanities in architectural education and research will depend on its capacity to inform our understanding of ecological issues. This centres on a premise, highlighted in Bruno Latour's book 'Facing Gaia', that we need to critically re-evaluate the relationship between 'culture' and 'nature' in the contemporary technological world. I argue that architecture and the built environment form a central 'pivot' in this problematic relationship which I explore in a historical context. The paper reflects a growing interest in the contribution of the architectural humanities in deepening knowledge of our relationship to the 'natural order' at a time of environmental catastrophe. My intention is that this subject will form the basis of a more extensive research project.

Aseel Rababah
Igor Lovric
Black Dog Publishing
Dario Negueruela del Castillo , Michael R Doyle , Selena Savic
The symposium aims at creating a place for sharing and discussion on research in architecture and urbanism, artistic practice and studio pedagogy. It does so by reflecting upon epistemological and cognitive strategies and tools used in understanding and shaping our space, from the immediate human body and its extensions to the territory. As such, the symposium proposes to explore theoretical, practical and ethical connections that link our ways-of-knowing with the ways-of-doing to be desired for a common future.
Andrew Rabeneck
Denys Lasdun, appalled by the onset of postmodernism in the 1980s, invited eleven renowned architects to explain their approach to their work. He's disappointed at how they depart from his idea of the true way. But the outcome is to be expected. A fascinating glimpse of the underpinnings of architectural aesthetics.
Marcus Carter
David Seamon , Marion Dumont , Eva Simms
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	PDF Zumthor Peter Thinking Architecture
Peter Zumthor Thinking Architecture I do not intend to pursue these architects' theory of architecture as a form of thought, but only the assumption on which it is based, namely that the wholeness of a building in the old sense of the master builders no longer exists.




	PDF Peter Zumthor Thinking Architecture
Contemporary architecture should be just as radical as contem- porary music. But there are limits. Although a work of architecture based on disharmony and fragmentation, on broken rhythms, clus- tering and structural disruptions may be able to convey a message, as soon as we understand its statement our curiosity dies, and all
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Thinking Architecture Dr. Wagih Fawzi Youssef Abstract Architecture is part of the history of existential meanings and thoughts. Essentially, the purpose of architecture is to make meanings manifest as a concrete system of places, paths and domains.




	(PDF) Peter Zumthor Thinking Architecture
For Zumthor, the ability to make things is fundamental to the skill of the architect, and the way for architects to understand how buildings are made is through a training in the crafts that engage and develop the knowledge that can only be gained through the labour of architecture.
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Architectural Thinking: A Framework for Enterprise Architecture is a presentation by Michael Jackson, a renowned software engineer and consultant. It introduces the principles and practices of architectural thinking, which aims to align business and IT goals, manage complexity and change, and deliver value to stakeholders. The presentation is based on the TOGAF standard, a proven methodology ...
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Thinking Architecture by Peter Zumthor | Goodreads Jump to ratings and reviews Want to read Buy on Amazon Rate this book Thinking Architecture Peter Zumthor 4.25 3,149 ratings127 reviews In order to design a building with a sensuous connection to life, one must think in a way that goes far beyond form and construction.
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Thinking Architecture Lisa Landrum 2019, Montreal Architectural Review Download "Thinking Architecture" here > https://mar.mcgill.ca/issue/view/8 "Thinking Architecture" is a special issue of Montreal Architectural Review (volume 6) - guest edited by Lisa Landrum. My brief introduction is attached.
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Published in 1998, Thinking architecture is a thin, 65 pages book, which gives an epigrammatic view into the mind of Pritzker prize laureate, Peter Zumthor. It is an abstract of his architectural philosophy, inspirations and learnings. Peter Zumthor_archeyes.com "There was a time when I experienced architecture without thinking about it.
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